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[ Abstract] In Company Law, the person-joitiing of a limited liability company is a high-
frequency vocabulary which is “easy to,understand but difficult t9 explain”. Neither the Compa-
ny Law nor the related judicial interpretdtions contain a cleanstatement of “person-joining” , but
court judgments on 22 differentitypes of disputes,.suich as-disputes over share transfer, company
judicial dissolution and®shareholder qualificaiion eonfirmation, all more or less focused on the
interpretation and application of person:icining. The person-joining of a limited liability compa-
ny appeared in adjudicative doturnents plays three functional roles; the basis of reasoning, the
source of judgment, and the facts of case. Currently, the interpretation and application of the
person-joining of a limited liability company by courts generally shows a tendency of over-inclu-
sive “judicial formalism”. It is common for courts to avoid substantive review of person-joining
on grounds of respecting company autonomy and to substitute review of shareholder consent
mechanism for substantive judgment of person-joining. In fact, person-joining is only one char-
acteristic aspect of a limited liability company. It is neither the core value attribute nor the su-
preme goal of a company. Judges should devote themselves to analyzing the legal logic and tech-
nical dimensions of person-joining, and make substantive reviews of and judgments on two levels

of legitimacy : the purpose and the relevance between the purp ose and the means.
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