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[ Abstract| A liability system has been developed in the field environmental law which
is associated with but different from the traditional legal liability system. Yet, many problems
still exist in this new system. Constructing a rational eco-environmental legal liability system
and proposing a legislative scheme suitable for China’ s national conditions and the development
trend of the times are the important theoretical and practical topics that need to be studied in en-
vironmental codification. The environmental crisis has forced the legislature to reflect on the re-
lationship between man and nature and to establish a pattern of behavior and legal consequences
in accordance with the laws of nature. A manifestation of this trend of development is that vari-
ous countries have broken through the traditional concept of “the dichotomy of subject and ob-
ject” and “the dichotomy of public and private law” and incorporated natural attributes into the
legitimacy of ecological legal liabilities in the design of the legal liability system in their environ-
mental codes, thereby expanding the essence of “harmony between man and nature” of legal li-
abilities and promoting the integration of eco-environmental legal liabilities in both form and
content. They have also expanded the “restoration” function gn/the basis of the traditional legal
liability functions such as punishment, relief and prevetition, establishing a new function and
realizing the systematization and modernizatiorj of eco-environmental legal liabilities. In the cod-
ification of environmental law, China sheuld promote the value; ghal of 'sustainable development,

nature” , support the construction of a specialized\ecs-environmental legal liability system with

)
the “ecological restoration theory” as the hasis, build a “second-order typed” system consisting
of “environmental legal liabilities andrelated legal liabilities” and “special liabilities and ex-
clusive liabilities” corresponding o “responsibilities to humans” and “ responsibilities to the
environment” , so as to promote the transformation of the classification of eco-environmental le-
gal liabilities from the chaotic classification to the categorization with unified value, unified con-
cept and unified judgment standard. Specifically speaking, China should consider the codifica-
tion of eco-environmental legal liabilities in a comprehensive manner, design the contents of
eco-environmental legal liabilities in a type-oriented way, compile the provisions on eco-envi-
ronmental legal liabilities into an independent book in the environmental code by adopting the
compilation mode of “taking the independent book as the main body and separate provisions as

supplements” , and divide the book into five chapters, namely “general principles, environmen-

b
tal administrative liabilities, environmental civil liabilities, liabilities for eco-environmental dam-
age, and eco-environmental dispute resolution”. At the same time, supplementary legal liability
clauses, mainly environmental administrative legal responsibility clauses, should be appropriately

arranged in each chapter in light of the practical need of realizing the function of liabilities.
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