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[ Abstract| Legal responsibilities are the basic guarantee for the implementation of envi-
ronmental law and play an important role in the environmental law system. Based on the positio-
ning of the environmental code as administrative legislation, administrative legal responsibilities
should be the main focus of the design of legal responsibility rules in the code. The current en-
vironmental administrative liability system has such problems as insufficient legal responsibility
guarantee for the preventive system, the mismatch between legal responsibilities and social con-
sequences caused by violations of law, and the failure to implement the requirements of ecologi-
cal environment restoration, the root cause of which is the inability of design approaches to a-
dapt to the special needs of environmental administrative management. Theoretical and institu-
tional innovations of environmental administrative legal responsibilities should be carried out
based on the basic position of coping with environmental risks with environmental administration
and with full consideration of the participation of multiple subjects in environmental administra-
tion and the goal of ecological and environmental restoration. Specifically, in such innovations,
China should base itself on the basic framework of administratlve legal responsibility, make full
use of traditional administrative liability methods undes’the framework of cooperative govern-
ance, adapt itself to the need of transforming jthe role of environmental administrative subjects,
and develop the system of government responsibility for environmerital quality and the system of
environmental administrative compensation responsibility) Based on the characteristics of the
obligations of environmenial administration countbrpérts, it should reasonably set flexible re-
sponsibilities such as the Tesponsibility fox process control of risks, the responsibility for envi-
ronmental damage remediation and @zedit-liability. Further, it should set specific ecological en-
vironment restoration liabilities invdccordance with ecological and environmental quality goals,
appropriately distribute them among environmental polluters and destroyers, and environmental
administrators, and clarify their specific applicable conditions, subjects and contents in laws
and regulations. Innovative environmental administrative legal responsibilities and traditional
administrative liability methods should be arranged in a systematic way in the environmental
code, with the general responsibility rules incorporated into the book on legal responsibilities,
while rules on specific responsibilities for pollution control and other responsibilities incorporat-
ed into the corresponding books of the code. The environmental administrative legal responsibil-
ities stipulated in the environmental code should correspond to the fundamental systems stipula-
ted in the code, while their relations with the basic system of administrative legal responsibility
and responsibility systems in other environmental laws and regulations should be taken into con-

sideration.
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