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[ Abstract | Island construction is one of the ways to increase territory or expand the
scope of jurisdiction that are recognized by international law. As long as the concerned States a-
bide by the relevant rules of international law, island construction cannot be blamed. Artificial
construction is bound to influence the “basis of right” and “delimitation effect” of islands. The
maritime features which island construction relies on are the foundation for judging the “basis of
right” , while the size and geographical position of islands are key factors to determine its “de-
limitation effect”. The legitimacy of China’s island construction in South China Sea is indispu-
table, since it is conducted in its own waters and on its own existing islands, and does not jeop-
ardize the interests of other states or the international community. In the future, in the process
of island construction in South China Sea, China should introduce an official position paper to
explain the reasons for island construction and continue to fulfill its corresponding obligations
under international law. It is also advisable for China to fully exploit and develop the economic
value of the rocks, so as to avoid falling into the “artificial island” trap set up by other coun-

tries.
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