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[ Abstract] Right to speedy trial is a constitutional right provided by the Sixth Amendment
of the U.S. Constitution, and is also protected as an important procedural right by federal laws
such as Speedy Trial Act. The concept of speedy trial originated from Britain, then spread to
America and went through a long process of development. It is considered as “a fundamental right
which is different from any other constitutional rights”. The U. S. Constitution and Speedy Trial
Act serve as the two main sources of law for the protection of right to speedy trial, but their protec-
tion models differ in time limits, criteria of test and remedies, each having its own distinctive fea-
tures. Generally speaking, more efforts are needed to eliminate procedural delays, as it is difficult
to realize right to speedy trial. The legislation and judicial protection of right to speedy trial in

U.S. c¢an give us much inspiration in improving our criminal procedures.
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