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[ Abstract] There have been diverse types of referendum in history as well as significant differences in
referendum system in different countries around the world. Therefore, it is important to classify referendums,
which are both legal systems and political phenomena, in a scientific and reasonable way. A comparative study
shows that the classification standard of referendums has experienced a transition, from unitarity to diversity,
from absolute standard to relative standard. The author holds that, with the constant change of society, it’s
impossible to set up fixed classification system. Therefore, it is more reasonable to build a relatively stable

classification system and to review and modify it continuously.
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