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[ Abstract] The Decision of the CPC Central Committee on Major Issues concerning
Comprehensively Promoting the Rule of Law in 2014 gives a structural status to good law and
good governance in the practice of rule of law. As a result, we need to determine the value situ-
ation of good law and good governance in the construction of the conception of the rule of law in
theory. The conception of the rule of law is a comprehensive theorization of the practice of the
rule of law, which has four dimensions; value standpoint, methodological proposition, moral
justification and political significance. In the value dimension, the instrumentalist conception of
the rule of law maintains that law has instrumental value in that it is an institutional means to re-
alize common good ; in the methodological dimension, it adheres to the doctrinal standpoint and
argues that the rule of law ought to be reduced to the rule of rules; in moral justification dimen-
sion, it claims that the rule of law derives from common good; and in the dimension of political
significance, the rule of law is embodied in good law and good governance. A reconstruction of
the instrumentalist conception of rule of law in the above four dimensions is able to respond to
long-time criticisms and worries about legal instrumentalism and provide new theoretical orienta-
tion and value analysis for the practice of the rule of law, thus laying a theoretical foundation for

the realization of good law and good governance in modernized state governance.
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