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[ Abstract] Like in most other countries, the majority of network operators in China be-
long to private sector. How to properly define their security obligations is one of the key ques-
tions of cyberspace security. In this regard, the current institutional designs and the Draft Cy-
bersecurity Law of the PRC adopt an approach that emphasizes baseline security, are static, and
mainly consist of concrete security measures. As the threat landscape of cybersecurity is chan-
ging rapidly, such an approach is not adequate to provide essential security to networks. The in-
stitutional design for the security obligation of network operators should focus on enabling net-
work operators to attach sufficient importance to risk management in their internal management

process.
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