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[ Abstract] With the arrival of the age of self-driving cars, the number of automobile ac-
cident caused by human factors will decrease drastically. However, because of the limitation of
technological development, there remains the possibility of accidents resulting from technical
flaws. For example, currently no reasonable solution has been found to the “trolley problem” in
the programming of self-driving cars. Programming that gives priority to the legal interest of life
of those in the car over that of pedestrians can not avoid the violation of law and the correspond-
ing liability on ground of necessity because it does not meet the requirements of the principle of
concrete superiority of interest and the principle of probability of expectation, whereas program-
ming that give priority to pedestrians’ legal interest of life over that of those in the car is neither
compatible with market demand of self-driving cars, nor justifiable on ground of the consent of
the victim. The doctrine of permissible danger in the theory of objective imputation may offer a
reasonable solution to this problem. If programming can meet the requirements of the doctrine of
permissible danger, namely general superiority of interest and the obligation of best intention es-
tablished by legislation, it can eliminate imputation at the stage of constitutive elements, there-

by promoting the development of self-driving car technology within reasonable limits.
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