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[ Abstract] Under the interactive influence of substantive law and procedural law, nec-
essary co-litigation in the continental law system has experienced a long evolutionary process
from expansion to limitation. Its historical evolution, institutional constitution and theoretical
development are of great referential value to the development of the necessary co-litigation sys-
tem in China. By adopting the legislative mode of dichotomy, necessary co-litigation in China
has been generalized to such an extent that the system and its practical function are in a non-
normalized and non-procedural state. There are also many conflicts between the system and
principles of substantive law, as well as misunderstandings about the introduction and applica-
tion of systems similar to necessary co-litigation, which has failed to provide a complete solution
to the problem of generalization of necessary co-litigation. In the future, necessary co-litigation
should return to the normative mode of the continental law system. On the one hand, the legis-
lative mode and procedure rule of necessary co-litigation should be adjusted and improved
through type classification and the adoption of the principle of identity. On the other hand, in-
herent necessary co-litigation and systems similar to necessary co-litigation should be classified
and misunderstandings be clarified in accordance with related laws and judicial interpretations,
so0 as to lay the foundation for a sound judicial practice, and systematize and normalize the oper-

ation and development of necessary co-litigation.
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