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~ [Abstract] Democracy and constitutionalism have their own connotations and characteris-
tics respectively, as the basic connotation and characteristic of democracy have been defined as
majority rule and that of constitutionalism, limits on majority decisions. The two are different from
each other. To discuss the relationship between democracy and constitutionalism in a conceptual-
ized and metaphysical way, though convenient, yet it may obstruct and neglect some diachronic is-
sues. Through making a comparison of patterns taken by Anglo-American and French-German
countries, and by studying both modern and contemporary democracies and deep-seated causes
leading to different successes achieved by political systems in Britain, U. S. , France and Germa-
ny, the author finds out that the master key to the problem may not lie in democracy, but rest with
constitutionalism. Democracy practiced in Britain and U. S. is constitutional democracy based on
the continuation of constitutionalism, whereas democracy pursued in France and Germany is non-
constitutional democracy on the basis of the establishment of the institution of full powers. Whether
there is a constitutional government has produced fundamental influence on democracy, even on
different successes secured by political systems as a whole in the above-mentioned four countries.
Giving a broad overview of the courses of development, from constitutionalism to constitutional de-
mocracy in Britain and U. S. , and from democracy to constitutional democracy in France and Ger-
many, one can come to the following conclusion basically. That is, the supremacy of constitutional
government works as the crux of building up a good political system and democracy may only serve
as a supplement to constitutionalism. Democracy can not take the place of constitutionalism, let a-

lone negate it.
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