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[ Abstract] The possibility of finding a path to the establishment of the rule of law in
China depends to a large extent on the role and function of the CPC in the construction of a legal
state. The politics of the rule of law and the diversity of the model of the rule of law have deter-
mined that it is possible for different countries to have different paths to the development of the
rule of law. The sense of history and the sense of reality are important to the search for such a
path and to the building of a realistic constitutional regime in China. The legal transformation of
a modern state must take authority as it engine and protective device. Without authority, no
general legal order can be established. The core of modern politics is party politics. This means
political authority is held by the ruling party, which usually plays a leading role in the initial
stage of construction of the rule of law in a developing country. Of course, for the construction
of a legal state under the leadership the ruling party to be successful, it is also necessary to real-
ize the legal transformation of the party itself under the precondition that the party is able to

maintain its authority.
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