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[ Abstract] “Evidence”, “evidence law” , or “evidence science” ? No doubt, the con-
troversy which presents “a scuffle” situation in legal scholarship has promoted the development
of evidence theory and practice in China. However, the interpretation of some fundamental sub-
ject issues behind this controversy, including the choice of research object, the categorization of
disciplinary attribute, and the construction of theoretical basis and system, has been confused.
By investigating the development history of the terminologies and theoretical systems of evidence
science in China and other countries, this paper discovers that the focus of the controversy was
mainly on the contradiction between the independence of the discipline and the interdisciplinary
research paradigm. However, the two trends are not contradictory to each other, because disci-
plinary specialization and integration are both necessary for the development of a modern disci-
pline. Therefore, we should comply with the need of disciplinary development and judicial prac-
tice, and head toward the evidence law which constitutes an independent law subject, the evi-
dence which focuses on fact finding laws, and the integrative evidence science which is based

on the integrative research paradigm of fact finding.
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