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[ Abstract] When it comes to the possession issue of property crime, Chinese scholars
have in recent years focused their attention on the question of whether normative property can be
found in possession and how to define the relationship between the normative element and the
factual element of possession. Generally, it has been basically recognized that possession has a
normative property. Most debates, therefore, have focused on the relationship between factual
and normative properties, as well as on the question of how much weight should be assigned to
them separately. Though differences can be found in particular opinions, Chinese scholars have
generally construed narrowly the factual property of possession and considered the normative and
factual properties of possession as separate elements. In fact, by analyzing and summarizing the
classification of criminal precedents in Japan, we can find out that the factual dominion is noth-
ing but the image of normative dominion even if it comes to the occasion that the property is
dominated factually by a single subject, which is considered to be the prototype of possession
and the least normative one. In other words, the essence of possession is normative dominion.
Once the foregoing idea is established, it would be completely feasible to expand the application
of the concept of possession to intangible property interests and to finally conceptualize the pos-

session of property interests.
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