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[ Abstract| Against the background of social transformation and reform, the concept of
rule-centered rule of law has displayed many practical dilemmas and functional limits. In con-
trast, due to the “substantialist” cultural genes of the feudal legal system and the leapfrogging
nature, the time and space compression and local differences of sopial development, the prag-
matic view of the rule of law is highly regarded in China today. Th& réalistic prospect of the dis-
course expression and the practical orientation of the rule kohstraint reveal the dual connotation
of ideality and instrumentality of the rule of lawj,and confirm the alienation between the “natu-
ral phase” and the “epiphase” of the rule of law\in contemporary China. Thé\chhstruction of the
rule of law in contemporary China will always face the collision and tension\béetween the western
rule-centered outlook of the,rule oflawand the utilitarian outlodkof the rule of law with Chinese
characteristics. The mutual telerance and reconciliatien betwiéen*the two must be based on the

minimum ceisensus on ‘the rule of law.
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