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(14) Kim Lane Scheppele, Democracy by Judiciary. Or, Why Courts Can be More Democratic than Parliaments, in Rethinking
the Rule of Law after Communism, edited by Adam Czarnota, Martin Krygier and Wojciech Sadurski , Central European
University Press,2005, p.42.
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[ Abstract] The Hungarian Constitutional Court established in 1990 was once the most
powerful constitutional court in the world. The Court actively intervened in the politics, society
and people’ s livelihood, thereby becoming an important political force in the process of social
transitional in Hungary. The strong position of the Court did not come from an institutional vac-
uum, but rather was the product of the complex interaction between the constitutional system
and specific political forces. The Constitutional Court was the result of the pursuit of “political
insurance” by various political forces; the constitutional amendment gave the Court a higher
constitutional status; and because of the imperfections the Constitution, there is an urgently
need for the Constitutional Court to fill in the gaps and give new meaning to the Constitution.
Meanwhile, since Hungary in the transitional period urgently needs international recognition,
the Constitutional Court had become the country’ s primary international relations assets and was
accepted and tolerated by various political forces in the country. Finally, the political ecology of
stable multi-party structure and low-efficient democratic governance in the early transition period

also led to the political demand for a strong constitutional court.
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