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[ Abstract] There has been a long-standing and heated debate between proponents of the theory of
“ subject-object dichotomy” and those of the theory of “ subject-object integration” over the question of whether
animals can become the subjects of legal relations and whether they can enjoy legal rights. The author, on the
basis of introduction, comparison and analysis of the two theories, explores the structures of legal relations and
their operation in the context of each of these two theories, and analyzes the necessity and possibility of ex-

change of ideas between theory of animal right and the theory of animal welfare.
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