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[ Abstract| Legal dogmatics( the science of legal doctrine) isaced With huge contro-
versy in China. This controvessy stemg qw’the one hand from theterestypica understanding of
legal dogmatics and on the\sthigrhand from itsthe hesitatien of l€gal dogmatics when facing com-
plex social realities, To solve this controversy, it is hecessary to start with the functions of the
legal system, to ¢bserve the role played by legal dogmatics, and then reflect on the correspond-
ing method application between the clesedness and openness of legal dogmatics from the per-
spective of methodology. The farigtéonyhas two dimensions: one is the function of the legal sys-
tem in the sense of the gocisty atlarge, and the other is the function of the legal system aimed
at achieving social goals.™n order to realize its function of “stabilizing normative expectations” ,
the legal system needs to achieve both redundancy and variability and ensure its independent op-
eration, while achieving compatibility with society and realizing its openness on the basis of
closedness. Redundancy and variability correspond to different method systems. Only from the
perspective of functional positioning can the heterogeneous method systems be harmonized with

each other and integrated into the framework o f legal dogmatics.
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