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[ Abstract]| The rule that “a verdict can’t be-based’on solitary evidence” is an implicit
rule in China’ s criminal justice, the purposesef,which 15/ to'prevent false evidence and miscar-
riage of justice by strengthening and corroborating’evidence. However, it maythe turned from a
rule of evidence reinforcement into-a‘pure quantitative rule, thus leading to\thz mechanization of
fact-finding mode and hindering the séform of China’ s crimifaliproaf standard. Nevertheless,
now conditions are stillnoi\tipe for China to abolish_this hiflden'rule, so it is necessary to ra-
tionalize it. /This rule should not be treated as a §imple\quantitative rule and its function should
be strictly linjited to evidence reinforcement. The, rule still needs to be followed for several types
of evidence, such as verbal eviden®e with,greater risk of falsehood due to the existence of inter-
est relationship or the reasgn®, ¢f the witness himself. But for other kinds of evidence, such as
direct evidence that fhave, strong probative force, it is not necessary to follow this rule. In addi-
tion, the rule does nét-apply to the identification of intermediate facts and partial facts, or to a
fact that is beneficial to the accused. When making use of solitary evidence, attention should be

paid to the question of whether reasonable dou bts are excluded.
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