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[ Abstract] In the US., interstate compacts and administrative agreements are the most
important mechanisms of coordinating regional legal systems. The relationship between them is
mutually complementary, rather than substituting each other. In practice, whether a state will a-
dopt an interstate compact or a formal administrative agreement or an informal administrative a-
greement depends on the importance of the interstate relation in question. When dealing with im-
portant political issues, the mandatory mechanism of interstate compact is a good choice. When
dealing with simple administrative or urgent problems, the flexible mechanism of administrative a-

greement can play a more effective role.
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(16) F. Zimmerman, Interstate Cooperation; Compact and Administrative Agreements, pp.213 -214.
(17) Frederick L. Zimmerman and Mitchell Wendell, The Law and Use of Interstate Compacts, Chicago: The Council of State
Governments 1961, p. 86.
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