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[ Abstract] It has been 40 years since the reform of adult guardianship which took place in
the civil law countries in 1960s. Apparently, the cause of the reform is the vigorous development
of international thoughts of human rights, which pushes civil law countries to adjust their legal
systems to the new era. However, this article makes a detailed introduction to the reform of adult
guardianship in Germany, Japan, and Taiwan of China, then draws a conclusion that the
prevalence of international thoughts of human rights is just a driving force, and the real cause is
the self-examination of legal system as to its scientific thoughts and legal methodology. The direct
result of this reform is that the social nature hidden behind the concepts and logic finally shows
itself, which means an admission to the complexity and pluralism of society. This article
emphasizes that the reform of adult guardianship is not only the success of thoughts of human
rights, but also the regeneracy of legal methodology of civil law. And it would be more significant

if it was connected with the tide of anti-codification and decodification.
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