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[ Abstract] The risk associated with motor vehicles is one that arises from modern lifestyle and can not
be totally eliminated. The social conflicts thus brought about can’t find a proper solution in the realm of fault
liability regime under the traditional tort law, while only imposing strict liability upon the driver will hardly
reach a satisfactory result. The best way out seems to be a combination of an appropriate liability system with
a well-developed insurance scheme in light of the situations of different countries. In this specific area, the tort
law and its relevant insurance system in the Western countries, though vary widely, can be basically catego-
rized into three models, namely the French, the German and the Common Law models. The one adopted by
the Chinese Road Traffic Law can be generally classified as the German model. However, there are still plenty

of gaps to be filled, issues to be discussed and rules to be improved in the new legislative endeavor.
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