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[ Abstract] The United States Freedom of Information Act has encountered some criti-
cisms in its over 50 years of application, such as inefficient administration, incomplete informa-
tion provision, and the failure on the part of courts to effectively supervise administrative or-
gans’ claims of confidentiality. However, what deserves the most attention is that news media
organizations think that government information is mostly commercialized by enterprises, which
is against the purpose of the legislation, namely the fair access to information. The opinion ,
held by U. S. scholars and practitioners, that restricting the commercial use of government in-
formation is not reasonable, so to comprehensively apply and improve the existing mechanisms
and to establish new ones for coping with new technology development should be considered as
the solutions to the problem. Firstly, courts should take full advantages of case law to balance
the relationship between business secrets and public interests, so as to ensure that the informa-
tion of enterprises is not illegally obtained and to enhance the government’ s ability to obtain all
kinds of information and make reasonable decision. Secondly, scholars should carry out further
study on the establishment of a reasonable fee-collection system. Factors to be taken into con-
siderations in their study include the right to apply for information, the necessary cost to be
borne by applicants, and the cost of administrative organs. Thirdly, the government should im-
prove and innovate proactive disclosure system. Proactive disclosure can significantly reduce the
number of applications of information disclosures, enable government agencies to release more
information and enhance its value. Internet and information technology should be used to realize

the integration and innovation of the open data system in the future.
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