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[ Abstract] Legislation on same-sex marriage was a taboo in marital legislation around the
world before the 21st century. This situation has changed radically when Netherlands, Belgium
and Spain have legalized same-sex marriage through national legislation. Canada, which is one of
the countries that holds the most tolerant aititude toward homosexuals, became the fourth country
that accepted same-sex marriage by means of national legislation in July, 2005 after the bill of
same-sex marriage got approved during the last period of voting in parliament. However, legisla-
tion on same-sex marriage in Canada is not accomplished by one single effort; instead, it has un-
dergone a long and complicate[d historical process. With a profound legal backdrop, legislation in
this respect actually is the product of Canadian Age of Charter on the basis of recognition of rights
of gays and lesbians, and finally affirmed through decisions of court and the law. The process is

also characterized as one progressively developed from some local legislation to federal legislation.

(ZFEHE % )

(33) £ EGALE Canada Inc. v. Canada, [2003] B.C.C. A. No. 251,

.99 .





