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[ Abstract]  Compared with unitary system, federalism is intrinsic unstable, so it is a
very important issue how to maintain a federal state’s stability. There are three approaches on this
topic. The first one is constitutional approach which conceives federation as a bargain mechanism
and the separation of power between governments as its core. This approach emphasizes that the
constitutional structure is the most important factor in maintaining a federal state’s stability. The
second one is sociological approach which explain federalism as congruence between a set of
federal institutions and societal diversity. This approach insists that social cleavages based on
ethnic, linguistic, and religious are crucial factors for the longevity of federations. The last one
is political approach which criticizes sociological approach for it’s ignores the political
circumstance that would bring about these social conditions, so it focuses on political factors such
as political structures, political party system, and representative institution. According to present
work , although a federal system is established to avoid potential conflicts, but it can not ensure
that federal system can clear up these unstable factors. In some cases, federal system itself not
only can not eliminate unstable factors contained in society, but also bring about some unstable
factors rooted in it’s structure. Only when an unstable factors, whether it is societal or structural ,

can not be absorbed by federal system, it will transform from a potential one into an actual one.

(B, XIR%H)
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