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[ Abstract] The long-term existence of judicial documents, a unique judicial phenome-
non in China, is the result of some internal causes and external supports. Judicial documents
have experienced a dynamic evolution along with political development, social change and legal
system transition in the country. Different types of judicial documents together constitute an or-
ganic system, which performs a unique function in China’ s specific political and judicial envi-
ronment. Although judicial documents produce relatively strong governance performance and en-
hance the effectiveness and legitimacy of China’s judicial system in various aspects, they have
displayed a series of internal contradictions, conflicts and tension in their operation, which con-
strain the modernization of justice. In the foreseeable future, judicial documents are still indis-
pensable to the operation and development of China’ s judicial system, although its role may de-
cline. Therefore, the current task is maybe not to abandon or get rid of judicial documents, but
to maximize their positive effects and minimize their negative effects. This requires us to have a
deep and comprehensive understanding of the inherent logic of judicial documents from the per-

spective of subjectivity, rather than “otherization” .
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