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[ Abstract] In recent years, cyberspace has been moving towards the rule of law, and
the issue of application of international law in cyberspace has attracted more and more attention.
Since the year 2013, the international community has made some important progresses in this
field, but States still have divergent views on which rules of international law can apply in cy-
berspace, and how. Based on their self-interests, the United States and other western countries
mainly emphasize the application of existing international law, particularly international human
rights law, and the rules on use of force in cyberspace. However, existing international law
should be applied in a balanced way and with due diligence. With the development of the rule
of law in cyberspace, the focus should move to new rules specifically designed for cyberspace.
The current controversies over the application of international law in cyberspace mainly result
from divergent ideologies and values as well as struggle for national interests among States. Chi-
na should enhance its power of discourse and influence in cyberspace by actively engaging in

rule-making in this domain.
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