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[ Abstract] Criminal misjudgment seriously damages judicial fairness and judicial au-
thority. How to prevent mistakes in fact-finding has become the focus of attention of both legal
scholars and legal practitioners in China. There are two basic fact-finding models : the coopera-
tive fact-finding model and the competitive fact-finding model. The former takes “crime story”
as the main line and “prosecution story” and “referee story” as the confirmation and improve-
ment of the “crime story”. The latter promotes the fact-finding process through full comparison,
selection and competition among multiple versions of crime story. Although the criminal proce-
dure in China shows the color of confrontation, its fact-finding model still belongs to the cooper-
ative model. In order to perfect the mechanism for the prevention of criminal misjudgment, it is
necessary to improve the fact-finding model, allow the diversity of the methods of explanation of
evidence and factual inference, encourage multiple versions of crime story, pay attention to the
best explanation and plausible reasoning, safeguard the defendant’ s right of confrontation,
strengthen the ability of the defense to obtain case information and evidence before trial, and be

cautious about the proof standard of “beyond reasonable doubt”.
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