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[ Abstract] The political conception of human rights has been brought forth to interpret
international human rights practices. It was first put forward by John Rawls in his book “The
Law of Peoples” in 1999 and later developed by Charles Beitz and Joseph Raz and others. Since
it was put forward, the political conception of human rights has powerfully challenged the domi-
nant natural conception of human rights, which holds that human rights are the universal moral
rights that everyone ought to have against any others by virtue of his or her human nature. In
contrast, the political conception of human rights takes human rights as the rights every human
being ought to have against the Sovereignty State by virtue of his or her role in the international
practices since the end of the Second World War. Although the political conception of human
rights was taken as the paradigm change of human right theories, it is not an alternative to the
conception of natural rights. The more plausible human rights theory should be a synthesis be-
tween the “natural” and “political” perspectives. Therefore, human rights should be under-
stood as the universal rights which ought to be enjoyed by everyone in a modern society against

the State by virtue of his or her human dignity.

(WHERE: T R)

(100) Joseph Raz, “Human Rights without Foundations” , in Samantha Besson and John Tasioulas(ed. ) ,The Philosophy of In-
ternational Law, Oxford University Press, 2010, p.335.

(101)  John Tasioulas, “Are Human Rights Essentially Triggers for Intervention?” Philosophy Compass,(4) , 2009, p.946.

(102) Rainer Forst, “ The basic right to justification: toward a constructivist conception of human rights”, Constellations,

6(1),1999, p.55.

- 108 -



