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[ Abstract] Britain had experienced direct and indirect application of Roman law suc-
cessively from the middle of the first century AD to the early twelfth century and its law had
been influenced by Roman law in many respects in its growth. Therefore, the Magna Carta of
1215 could not have been the result of the independent development of the British Germanic tra-
dition, as some British scholars have claimed. As far as its content and origin are concerned,
the Magna Carta is deeply branded by Roman law in such aspects as protection of private prop-
erty, safeguarding of personal freedom, autonomy of cities, taxation and criminal justice. The
spirits of law embodied in the Magna Carta, such as the protection of rights, limitation of king-
ship, and freedom of contract, are even more profoundly influence by Roman law. The Magna
Carta can be described as the result of the reception of Roman law and the adherence to British
ethos. It also contains a series of creative wisdoms, such as all inclusiveness, the rule of law,
deliberative governance and power restriction, which have laid the cornerstone for the develop-
ment of the Common Law. Today, these creative wisdoms also has a high reference value for
China in the construction of the socialist legal system with Chinese characteristics both in theory

and in practice.
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