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[ Abstract] The intertemporal problem of law relates to the delimitation of law’ s validity in
time. In brief, it tries to determine whether old law is still in force and to what extent, it continues
to be in force when a legal relationship in a certain period of time exists at the time when new law
replaces old law. In another word, it relates to whether one may take the formal time point as the
delimitation to invalidate the legal effect of old law and thus, rearrange a legal relationship accord-
ing to new law. The theory of law’ s validity in time elaborated by Savigny involves detailed analy-
sis of issues such as the intertemporal conflict of law. Taking into consideration various legal rela-
tions including right in rem, creditor’ s right and marriage and family relations, the German Civil
Code has established different rules in relation to law’ s validity in time. With the promulgation of
several important laws in China, for example, property law and torts law, more and more intertem-
poral problems have cropped up in the course of implementation of them. At present, the enacting
of civil code has been placed on the agenda in China, the law’ s validity in time, or the intertem-
poral conflict of laws, therefore, will be one of the important issues our legislators and scholars

have to face unavoidably.
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