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[ Abstract] Based on consideration of public. order of society, the internet filtering tech-
nique has its rational dimension. However, the internet filtering device set on the internet, though
claiming that it has minimum negative effect on the free flow of information, respects free choices
of internet users to the greatest extent, and gives consideration to both needs of social stability and
platform of internet content selection ( PICS) of freedom of speech, ‘still can not avoid arbitrary
judgment and infringement upon citizens’ right to free speech. Whether the internet filtering tech-
nique has legitimacy remains a controversial topic. Although in different contexts, yet the contro-

versies over PICS can be used for reference when China takes steps to control internet speech.
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