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[ Abstract] For a long time, the criminal case handling model in China had focused on
the reading of official documents, resulting in the weakening of the function of court trial. The
continuous advancement of criminal procedure reform has in theory strengthened the dominant
position of “court day”. However, the judge, as concrete operator of judicial practice, still
tends to draw the conclusion on a case through careful analysis of case file. Further analysis still
needs to be carried out to determine whether this is a norm-hosing phenomenon that needs to be
modified, or a regular projection of traditional sources of rule of law. We may explore and de-
construct this issue by applying the methodology of simulated experiment, so as to explain the
seemingly contradictory relationship between “red-tapism” and “court day” and enable both of

them to serve the goal of procedural validity.
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