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[ Abstract] Under the system of codification, the establishment of a regime of penal prece-
dents corresponding with one’ s own legal system does not conflict with the principle of legally pre-
scribed punishment for a specified crime. On the contrary, it can guarantee the objectivity of the
interpretation of criminal law and a unified application of law, and maintain the certainty of crimi-
nal law while enhancing the social adaptability of criminal law. Under the system of codification,
although penal precedent does not have the same binding force as compared with that of law, yet
acting as a normalized mode of the interpretation of criminal law, it guides, to some extent, judi-
cial activities persuasively. Through the regime of penal precedents, consideration méy be given to
both certainty and adaptability of criminal law, judicial knowledge can be accumulated and further

enriched, and it in turn, can provide legislative activities with a wealth of resources.
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