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[ Abstract] In Germany, “injury-in-fact” refers to any injury to fundamental rights of
citizens caused indirectly by an administrative legal act. An indirect injury caused by an admin-
istrative legal act to an administrative counterpart is called an injury-in-fact of consequential
effect whereas an indirect injury caused by an administrative legal act to a third party is called
an injury-in-fact of additional effect. As a principle, the Fundamental Rights Clause in German
Constitution protects citizens from injury-in-fact as well as from other forms of injuries. Howev-
er, such protection from injury-in-fact shall not result in unlimited protection of fundamental
rights and therefore shall be restricted by the doctrine of normative purpose. According to the
principle of “law reservation” , it is necessary to find out the purpose of legal authorization if the
law authorizes a certain action without mentioning the consequences. An administrative unit
shall not take such an action if the consequences arising from it may not correspond to its pur-
pose. There is no essential difference in terms of legal consequence between injury-in-fact and

other forms of injuries.
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