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[ Abstract] Why must people abide by the law? One legal philosophy tradition holds that
the answer lies in the nature, the God’ s will, reason and morality which are the inherent contents
of the law, whereas legal positivism tradition maintains that the law itself is the very reason for the
action, and it tries to trace the normative nature of the law to the social fact, namely the law -
making by the sovereign state. One of the theoretical tasks for legal positivism, therefore, is to
prove'how legal norms have been deduced from the social facts. Bentham, Austin and Hart had
made painstaking efforts in this respect, but none of them had succeeded in providing convincing
arguments. However, if taking the rule of recognition as a theoretical tool and the theories of social
convention and shared cooperative activities as intellectual resources, we can prove how social
practice produces the legal rules successfully, and provide an explanatory exposition for this meta

- proposition in legal philesophy.
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