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[ Abstract] After a three-decade continuous and deep development, the magnitude and
profit of the space industry in United States have qualified it as a predominant space power in the
world. Correspondingly, the US administers a full-fledged body of space laws and regulations that
are unchallenged in volume, sophistication and coherence by any other nation. US space legisla-
tions regulate commercial space activities, covering license, liability, insurance, and export con-
trol, so as to conduct a thorough evaluation of their advantages and disadvantages. By providing a
fair and transparent environment for competition, these laws and regulations have satisfied the le-
gal needs for promoting a sustainable development. But the critical and complex requirements for
export are outdated and there are some deficiencies in fulfilling the US’ s international obligations.
The American commercial space law is of significance as a reference for China in terms of establis-
hing its space legislation and strengthening international cooperation between the two countries. It
is also an important channel to help China play an active role in shaping future international order

in the outer space.
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