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[ Abstract] The basis for the punishment of the accomplice is a fundamental issue of
joint crime, the correct understanding of which is of vital importance. With respect to this is-
sue, most Chinese scholars support the theory of modified causation or the theory of mixed cau-
sation, thereby emphasizing the subordinate nature of the accomplice’ s illegality. However, the
theory of modified causation not only confuses cause with effect in theory, and also is unable to
justify itself on specific issues. The theory of mixed causation is also self-contradictory in theory
and has limited ability to solve specific problems. The theory of pure causation, according to
which the accomplice has his own illegality and responsibility, is not only more reasonable in
theory, but also more flexible in its application to specific issued. The theory of pure causation
should be further improved in light of the restrictions of constitutive elements of crime, so as to
determine in a more reasonable way the scope of punishment for the accomplice and better meet

the requirements of the rule of law.
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