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[ Abstract] From invisible law to visible law . from deveriralized law to centralized law,
from un-written, law to wWritten law, from statutoryNaw\ty codified law, from relatively simple law
to increasingly’ complex law, and from domgstic-law to international, even global law, the
source of criminal law has develop®d 1ito a complex system—this is the basic conclusion on the
strength of the historical arnd“gigbgliinvestigation. Faced all kinds of opportunities and challen-
ges, it is imperative for\China’to reform its criminal law. The 18 years from the adoption of the
1979 Criminal Law to-the major revision of the Criminal Law in 1979 was the stage of initial de-
velopment of the Chinese criminal law system and the 20 years since 1997 has been a stage of
gradual perfection of the system. As far as criminal legislation is concerned, there have been
endless discussions on codification, two-level legislation, and three-level legislation in China.
A comparative study on the source and normative system of criminal law in light of China’s do-
mestic needs and from global and historical perspectives might indicate the possible approach to
the future criminal law legislation, namely establishing the thinking of pluralistic legislation,
adhering to the dominant position of codification, improving the mode of amendment, and acti-

vating such necessary supplements as separat e criminal law and attached criminal law.
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