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[ Abstract] The development of modern criminal law expands the concept of legal interests
to include individual legal interests as well as collective legal interests. With the changes of social
values, the collective legal interests have gained a position which is independent of individual le-
gal interests. The differences between these two kinds of legal interests are not only regarding the
quantities. The criminal law theory should maintain the universal concept of legal interests and re-
build the relationship between individual legal interests and collective legal interests. Whereas col-
lective legal interests conflict with the individual legal interests, but the latter should be put in pri-
ority. The importance and the unique of collective legal interests, and its effectiveness of the pre-
protection determine the necessity of the protection under criminal law. The criminal law legisla-
tion should limit the protection scope of the collective legal interests in case that the unimportant,
untrue, unclear or unfit legal interests within the principle of proportionality in the criminal law
would be included. The legislator adopting what kind of criminal models to protect collective legal
interests determines the effectiveness and the appropriation of such protection. Among all the pre-
interventional constitutional of crime models, the abstract endangerment offense is the first choice
to protect collective legal interests. Although the legal interests protected by the abstract endanger-
ment offenses are abstract, the harms made to such legal interests are real and true, which can be
demonstrated or materialized by the changes or the modifications to the objects of the conduct.
Otherwise, by the materialization of the legal interests or the Substantial responsibility principle,

the abstract issue of the protection of legal interests can be reasonably resolved.
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