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[Abstract] To whom does a person’s body belong? Under the regulation of the traditional
Chinese cultﬁre of rites, a more spirit-oriented but not material-oriented body, to a greater extent,
did not belong to oneself, instead, it belonged to the parents, the clan and the state. As the own-
ership of the body could be transferred and had multiple attributions, and the exercise of the own-
ership was subject to restraints of the rites, the ownership condition made the body become a moral
and political symbol. With the impact of the western legal culture in modern times, the traditional
ownership of the body changed direction towards individual ownership. In the trend of emphasizing
individual human rights and liberty, the individual ownership of the body and legal protection
should be the main trend of development, though the practice that one’ s body belongs to the clan

and the state still remains in our life.
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