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[ Abstract] There are two types of encounters in rural police law enforcement. Encoun-
ters occur in rural space, which has the characteristics of autonomy, familiarity, uncertainty,
and fuzziness. As a result, police tend to adopt a passive attitude in regular law enforcement sit-
uation and turn law enforcement power into a power of coercive persuasion, so as to settle dis-
putes in a non-confrontational way. In case of violent conflict, police will resort to active law
enforcement, so as to rebuild order and uphold authority. The same encounters occur in special
law enforcement actions and joint law enforcement actions, in which police become proactive
and the decisiveness of law enforcement power become prominent. Police are playing a key role
in maintaining public order in rural areas after the collapse of traditional internal village order-
keeping system during the period of transition of rural society. However, the police have failed
to achieve their law enforcement goal due to the lack of state capacity in this field. It is difficult
for bureaucratic system to capture law enforcement actions out in the field and there is an infor-
mation asymmetry between supervisors and law enforcers. As a result, formal supervision over
law enforcement actions in the field becomes difficult and the objective management responsibil-
ity system is relied upon to motivate law enforcement personnel. In order to deepen police re-
form in an all-round way and bring police power under the rule of law, China needs to adhere to
the global thinking method, crack down on irregular law enforcement behaviors, explore new su-
pervision mechanisms, increasing the number of policemen in rural area, and enhance public

participation in law enforcement.
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