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[ Abstract] This article aims to summarize and introduce the concept of the authority of law
upheld by legal positivism. Being a hidden topic, the aﬁthority of law has always existed in the de-
bate over the issue of law and morality between legal positivism and natural law. In the efforts to
identify the empirical basis for the authority of law, legal positivists have developed three different
approaches to the concept of authority, that is, the “coercive” approach by John Austin, the “in-
ternal aspect” approach by H. L. A. Hart and the “service” approach by Joseph Raz. Among
these three approaches, the author finds three characteristics: the authority of law refers to a spe-
cial kind of practice authority; the transformation from “external aspect” to “internal aspect” ;

and an integration of factual and normative aspects of the concept of authority.
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