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[ Abstract] During the past two hundred years, in dealing with disputes related to universi-
ties, American courts have established doctrine of academic deference. As a result, preferential
protection for academic autonomy of universities has been provided all along. At present, against
the background of the system of higher education riddled with a bundle of problems, difficulties
faced by the court when handling administrative cases involving institutions of higher learning actu-
ally come from two aspects: the particular academic nature of universities acting as academic and
educational institutions; and the conflict between “universities with power to make their own deci-
sions” and administrative control. Learning from doctrine of academic deference, the author notes
that courts in China should put into effect the legal principle of “universities with power to make
their own decisions” from the perspective of academic nature, and provide universities with prefer-
ential protection when handling such cases. In promoting academic freedom and the buildiﬁg up of

a better administration on the basis of rule of law in universities, courts should play a proper role.
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