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[ Abstract] Different understandmgs of the ob]ectlve of legal 1nterpretat10n have led to the
dlspute between sub]ectlve doctrine and obJectlve doctrine in legal methodology in Germany. The
practlcal significance of the debate hes in the fact that, by assuming different priorities of legal
methods the two doctrines have produced different results of 1nterpretatlon in individual cases.
For subjective and objective doctrines, both have supporters on the ‘bams of various arguments. As
a resuh, two sharply contrasting standpoints exist behind them. On the dimension of legal philoso-
phy, this opposition represents itself as a value-dispute between authority and correctness; and on
the dimension: of legal politics, as a competence-dispute between legislature'and judicature. A
proper theory of integration claims a prima-facie priority of subjective doctrine over objective doc-

trine, which reﬂecté the standpoint of a moderate constitutionalism.
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