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[ Abstract] German Constitutional Court upheld the constitutionality of the plea bargain-
ing between the court and parties on 19 March 2013. The judgment gave a large number of ex-
planations of the plea bargaining provisions in Germany Criminal Procedural Law, so as to keep
a close eye on further developments of the plea bargaining system. The judgment imposes some
new restrictions on plea bargaining, such as making the truth-finding obligation a constitutional
obligation, strengthening the judge’s truth-finding obligation, restricting the scope of plea bar-
gaining, and expanding the obligation of recording and transparency. When establishing the sys-
tem of leniency based on peccavi, China should learn from various principles and systems of
plea bargaining in Germany, including the principle of comprehensive ex propio motu investiga-

tion, recording and transparency, prohibition of sanktionsschere and the system of appeal.
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