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[ Abstract| The reform of the supervisory system in China is a major political reform that
involves the amendment of the 1982 Constitution and may lead to the reshaping of the constitu-
tional system. The core political principle of the current constitutional system in China, which
is based on the 1982 Constitution, is the organic unity of CPC’ s leadership, popular sovereign-
ty and the rule of law. However, this core political principle is not fully legalized in the Consti-
tution, which is the constitutional background and foundation of the reform of the supervisory
system. The central state institutions provided for in Chapter III of the 1982 Constitution can be
divided into two categories: one consists of the President of the State and the Central Military
Commission, which are both Party institutions and state institutions. They are elected by the
National People’s Congress (NPC) , but not responsible or report their work to the NPC. The
other one consists of the State Council, the Supreme People’s Court and the Supreme People’ s
Procuratorate, which are state institutions but not Party institutions. They are elected by the
NPC, and responsible and reports their work to the NPC. The Commission for Discipline In-
spection and the Supervisory Commission are one government body with two names, so the Su-
pervisory Commission has the dual attributes of both a CPC organ and a state organ. The Super-
visory power of the Commission ultimately comes from the empowerment by the people. The
Commission is responsible and reports its work to the NPC, but at the same time it is under the
Party’ s leadership. Therefore, the establishment of the Supervisory Commission has to a certain
extent legalized the political principle of the organic unity of CPC’ s leadership, popular sover-

eignty and the rule of law.
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