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[ Abstract] The concept of accumulative offences was put forward 30 years ago by Ger-
man scholar Kuhlen. Its prototype is water pollution crime, but its scope of protection has now
extended to collective legal interests of the natural environment and man-made systems. Because
an accumulative dangerous act alone does not infringe any legal interest, nor does it pose specif-
ic or abstract danger to any legal interest, accumulative offence breaks the traditional structure
of perilous offense and become the most extreme form of expansion of the criminal law. Accumu-
lative damage arises from the real accumulative effect of many acts, and standardized behavior
criteria, or administrative criteria, have been adopted in the establishment of accumulative of-
fice. Therefore, accumulative offense is an important manifestation of the administrativization of
modern criminal law. In Chinese criminal law, there are both useful practice of spontaneous ap-
plication of cumulative offense and many misconceptions about cumulative offense that need to

be clarified.
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