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[ Abstract] In strict-liability crime, the actor is guilty of crime even when mens rea is
lacking in one or more criminal elements. There is an inconsistency between strict-liability
crime and theories of punishment ( utilitarianism and retributivism ). Although strict-liability
crime could improve judicial efficiency, it may do harm to judicial fairness. Furthermore, it
may also contravene the US Constitution. Therefore strict-liability crime is a controversial issue
among criminal scholars and judges. To resolve the controversy caused by strict-liability crime,
scholars put forward some suggestions to replace, limit or reform it in legislation. Their solu-

tions are instructive for China in dealing with strict-liability crime in the criminal law.
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