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[ Abstract] As a result of the unclear nature\of\the age of criminal responsibility, there
are different views on the revision of the age 6f"¢riminal responsibility,, such as the lowering the-
ory, the constancy theory, and the individual exception théory. The age of criminal responsibili-
ty is determined on the basis of/the nature and pegition of criminal responsibility, and should
have the dual attributes*of\culpability and penialty responsibility. The debate between the lower-
ing theory and the individual exceptign theory is the debate between the psychological culpabili-
ty theory and the normative cuipahility theory within the culpability theory; and the debate be-
tween the lowering theory and the constancy theory embodies the conflict of views between cul-
pability and penalty responsibility. The revision of the age of criminal responsibility in Amend-
ment (XI) to the Criminal Law puts too much emphasis on culpability, resulting in the limita-
tion of understanding, and it is urgent to conduct a necessary review from the perspective of the
theory of penalty responsibility. From the perspective of the theory of penalty responsibility, it
can be seen that the new revision of the age of criminal responsibility conforms to the basis of
the theory of penalty responsibility in such aspects as the purpose of punishment, the ability to
adapt to punishment, and the necessity of punishment. In the further review of the specific ap-
plication of the provisions on the revision of the age of criminal responsibility from the perspec-
tive of penalty responsibility, the crime and circumstances of the crime should be determined on
the basis of the purpose and necessity of the penalty and the purpose of the ability to adapt to
penalty should be used to provide the substantive judgment standard for the examination and ap-

proval by judicial organs.
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